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SIGNALS FROM INSIDE 
A POPULIST STATE

We’ve been asked several times why we chose “Bavaria” as the 
subject of our journal. For us, “Bavaria” has a symbolic meaning 
and could indicate any region in Germany, or indeed elsewhere. 
Interpreted from a 21st-century viewpoint “Bavaria” is the 
archetype of a populist state model, a model that is now showing its 
age, but, nevertheless, shows considerable aggressiveness to stay 
in power. In the present situation, this old populism can only 
be replaced by a new one, which is leaning more to the extreme 
right. Once populism has usurped power, it will become very difficult 
or impossible to achieve a democratic change, since, as the 
Bavarian model shows, the populist state builds up certain 
mechanisms which strengthen political power in the long term and 
which annul the common principle of separations of power.
As a citizen of such a state, one is often asked, ‘What‘s it like to live 
there?’ The answer is disarmingly simple: ‘You are very happy’. 
You share this happiness with many others. You are living in a 
‘beautiful country’ or ‘beautiful city’. Everything’s fine. Only in times 
of crisis, this becomes a threatening ‘very beautiful country’. 
So what‘s it like to live in such a country? We would like to tell our 
readers about it in this and the next issues of our magazine.
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NO RACISM?
Statistics regarding the distribution of “white children” and “people of colour” (p.o.c.) in Primary 1 
classes in a small town. “People of colour” (here abbreviated as p.o.c.) are human beings of other 
nationality than German or “non-whites”.
Of around 324 children in Primary 1 classes in a small town, approximately 38 children belong to 
another nationality or are “non-white” (12%). 40% of these children are separated in “special 
classes”. Of around 324 children in Primary 1 classes in a small town, 4 children belong to the 
black race (1.2%). Only one of these attends the regular primary school, the other 3 children 
visit a “special school” for children with learning problems.

PRIMARY SCHOOL 2 PRIMARY SCHOOL 3 PRIMARY SCHOOL 4

PRIMARY SCHOOL 5 PRIMARY SCHOOL 6 PRIMARY SCHOOL 7

PRIVATE PRIMARY SCHOOL 1 SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN WITH LEARNING PROBLEMS

class 1a: 100% white

class 1b: 
77% white, 23% p.o.c.

class 1c: 
67% white, 33% p.o.c.

class 1a: 
85% white, 15% p.o.c.

class 1a: 
89% white, 11% p.o.c.

class 1g: 100% p.o.c.

class 1a: 100% white

class 1b: 100% white

class 1c: 100% white

class 1a: 100% white

class 1b: 100% white

class 1a: 
86% white, 14% p.o.c.

class 1b: 100% white

class 1a: 
85% white, 15% p.o.c.

class 1b: 100% white

class 1: 100% white class 1: 
70% white, 30% p.o.c.

The statistics have their origins in Nizhnevartovsk, a town in Siberia, 95 % of whose 
inhabitants are devoted followers of Putin.

WHICH TOWN IS IT?

It is historical documentation from 1951/52 from the primary schools in 
Montgomery (Alabama).

The statistics refers to a Bavarian small town.

The schedule is an example of hidden racial segregation in Melville, a suburb of 
Johannesburg.

class 1b: 
100% white

PRIMARY SCHOOL 8

class 1: 
89% white, 11% p.o.c.

PRIMARY SCHOOL 1

The right answer is: D. 
Statistics of school year 2016/17. The statistics originate from a printed source, it is, however,
a valuation, since Bavarian school authorities do not count “people of colour” separately.

A

B

C

D
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SENSE AND NONSENSE OF 
EDUCATIONAL RANKINGS

Obviously, education seems to be on top in authoritarian 
systems: see the recent OECD Pisa Tests with the People’s 
Republic of China as one of the top-ranking performers. As 
Pisa Tests become a subject of criticism, the national educa-
tional rankings of the Federal Republic of Germany remained 
untouched in debates like these. As in many European states, 
a programme in succession of Pisa was installed with the 
“Bildungsvergleich der Länder” (also called IQB-Bildungs-
trend) which provides educational rankings of the different 
school systems in the Federal States of Germany in reading 
competence, orthography, maths, etc. 
Performed by Germany’s most renowned universities, the 
last survey is documented in the form of an extensive official 
report totalling 544 pages (1).

SURVEY DOESN’T INCLUDE ALL SCHOOL TYPES
The recent survey of 2015 confirmed the results of the 
former reports: the educational system in the Federal State of 
Bavaria comes out on top! Number 1 in orthography; number 
3 in reading (2). However, if we analyse these tests in detail, 
some discrepancies become apparent. We have to realise that 
the whole framework of the study is highly questionable. 
The only subjects of the tests are the so-called “Regelschulen” 
(this means primary schools, comprehensive schools, gram-
mar schools, etc.), but the survey does not include the many 
types of schools for students with special needs, the so-called 
“Special Schools” (schools for children with learning difficul-
ties, alternative and free schools, etc.) (3). This second school 
system has a long history, but in its present form dates back to 
the 1950s onwards. Regarding Germany, it is very difficult to 
obtain data on these schools, since different state and private 
institutions run them. 
If we look closer at the Bavarian situation, it becomes evident 
that the number of students of migrant background in Special 
Schools seems considerably high (4), whereas in the rest of 
Germany, classes are more mixed between German children 
and those with a migrant background.
Regarding Germany’s southern state, it seems logical that it 
has been ranked as having the highest-achieving schools, for 
the great majority of tested students were native Germans, in 

ESSAY

contrast to other states of the Federal Republic where school 
authorities promote integration. As a logical consequence, the 
level of reading and orthography ranks at the top in Bavaria. 
It is a matter of priorities: either authorities try to adapt the 
educational system to the new situation, or, as happens in 
Bavaria, the problem is solved by changing the function of 
Special Schools which now are becoming ghettos for stu-
dents with migration background. To refuse people of colour 
admittance to higher education creates a unique and special 
situation in Bavaria, since not only this group of society is kept 
away, but also students of white, disadvantaged families and 
from working-class backgrounds. For example, in the school 
year 2016/17, only five classes were established in the whole 
of Bavaria (12.8 inhabitants) where students with a migrant 
background were prepared for entry into grammar schools. 
Like in other states and regions of the world, the fatal conse-
quences of these politics will be blatant in the next generation, 
when the lower classes of society will be people of colour, who 
speak another language and do not share the customs and 
traditions of the rest of society. The migrants of today know 
that it will be difficult for them to climb up the social ladder, 
but they at least want their children to have a better social 
position. However, they realise that chances are low in a land 
in which people of colour are pushed out of the school system. 
As a consequence, they move to other parts of Germany where 
educational opportunities for their children are better.

PUSHED OUT OF THE SYSTEM
The educational system in Germany’s southern state has 
remained unchanged for nearly three generations, and, ob-
viously, the system is overwhelmed with the new demands of 
the 21st century and immigration. What we have is a would-be 
bi-divided school system, which comes close to  — or even is 
— to the idea of race separation. It’s by no means “conscious 
racism”, but rather a naive, unconscious form, one, which is 
not ordered by authorities or political parties, but which 
steadily grows within society. 
If Germany’s national ranking is to have stronger foundations, 
orthography and similar matters need to be weighed less 
significantly. Instead, questions have to be asked about what 
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... IN AN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY. ... IN A REFUGEE CAMP.

BREAKFAST 

by Chinney Ogbagu

ESSAY

percentage of native German students and students of migrant background attend 
the different school types, what percentage of students are in “regular” schools and 
how many go to “Special Schools”. It has to be asked, which efforts are undertaken 
to integrate students from other countries, what percentage of students are taught 
in the regular school system and how many are in Special Schools, what extent of 
student participation in democractic self-government exists, and so on. 
In the present form, Germany’s National Educational Ranking is without any real evi-
dence. Germany’s National Educational Test has to undergo a fundamental change, 
as is already demanded for the Pisa tests of the OECD, otherwise these standardised 
educational rankings will pave the way to an undemocratic “Race to the Top”. 
Boris Röhrl 

1) P. Stanat, K. Böhme, St. Schipolowski, N. Haag (ed.): IQB-Bildungstrend 2015. Sprachliche 
Kompetenzen am Ende der 9. Jahrgangsstufe im zweiten Ländervergleich. [www.iqb.hu-berlin.
de/bt/BT2015/Bericht]
(2) J. Friedmann, ‘Abgelenkt vom Kerngeschäft’, in Der Spiegel, 44 (2016), pp. 48–49.
(3) It is difficult to provide a translation, since there are many different expressions for this type 
of schools. One of them is, for instance, “Sonderpädagogische Schulen”, which can be translated 
as “Special Schools”. However, private schools that provide alternative teaching methods are 
not tested in national rankings, either. 
(4) The same also seems to be the case in Austria and other smaller Southeast European states.
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Candidate for the German elections, Martin Schulz, in trouble.
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The story of LA PRÉSIDENTE is quickly told: Sunday, May 7th, 2017. Marine Le Pen is elected French president. The following 
events are described from the perspective of former left-wing activist Antoinette Giraud, now 94 years old, and her two grand-
sons, two young men, who are taking Le Pen’s election victory not seriously and with a grim sense of humour. Thus far the story, 
albeit with a slightly altered plot, could also be set in Germany. The graphic novel describes in detail how her new position allows 
Marine Le Pen to seize power in France and, in the end, she has to decide to establish martial law and by doing this, suspend 
democracy. The story does not reveal how she decides. An undisputable strength of this graphic novel is the authors’ ability 
to draw a sophisticated picture of the personality of Le Pen. Her election victory provokes a series of incidents, which were not 
intended by her, but determined by the party platform of FN. The psychology of the protagonists is drawn with certain realism: 
Antoinette Giraud and her two grandsons are helplessly forced to watch the course of events on television; the two young men 
resolve to publish a blog on the Internet which bears the name Résistance, which, as the story does not suggest, but one could 
suspect, has no other consequences but to create trouble for them.
The graphic novel LA PRÉSIDENTE presents a new sort of narrative in this literary genre, since it creates a type of fiction which 
plays in the immediate future, and the course of events could be very likely. – The French edition was published in 2015. Thus, 
we have to realise that the real course of events has already outpaced fiction by far. The novel supposes that an election victory 
of Marine Le Pen would lead to the international isolation of France, and that French economy would get into trouble. However, in 
the few months between 2015 and today, the political environment has fundamentally changed worldwide. We know today that 
the election victory of an extreme right-wing politician does not lead to international isolation of the state in question, that there 
are no strikes, that there is little resistance and that stock markets are reacting positively and that economy booms in the long 
term. We know now that reality has outrun fiction by far. Events and dialogues have already been occurring in a very similar form 
since January 20, 2017. Now, we are no longer the uninvolved observers of a fiction, but already right in the thick of it. B.R.

François Durpaire, Farid Boudjellal: La Présidente. Paris: Éditions 
des Arènes 2015. Euro 20. (German edition): Die Präsidentin. 
Berlin: Verlagshaus Jacoby & Stuart 2016. Euro 20,95.

LA PRÉSIDENTE
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AN OLYMPIC DREAM is the recent work by Germany’s most famous novelist 
in the comic genre, Reinhard Kleist. It tells the true story of Samia Yusuf 
Omar, a young Somali athlete, whose dream was to participate in the 
Olympic Games.
As unrealistic as this dream might have been the first glance, it became 
reality for Samia: in 2008, she started as a sprinter for her native country 
in China. Though reaching her personal record time, she came in last 
place. However, she does not give up! Samia trains to be able to join the 
next Olympic Games, and this time she fights to be one of the best 
runners, like her idol Abdi Bile.
In Somalia, as matters stand, she has few chances to realise her dream: 
her running track is a rotten gravel road and the Islamic militia Al-Sha-
baab does not like women training for Olympia. Her personal situation 
is tense, too: Samia is the only support for her mother since her elderly 

sister fled to Helsinki. Her father was shot dead. It becomes more and more apparent that her dream has no chance of coming 
true if she stays in Mogadishu. It is her only chance to flee to Europe, if she wants to participate in the Olympic Games once 
more. However, she will not be able to achieve her goal. She drowned at the age of 21 years, a few months before the Olympic 
Games in London began. Samia’s fate can be taken as a symbol of the refugees’ tragedy. Kleist’s way of telling the story is rea-
listic and clear, and this is mirrored in his drawings, too. We gain an insight into Samia’s thoughts through detailed observation 
and fictitious Facebook posts, created by Kleist after talks with Samia’s relatives and friends. We accompany her, we lose sight 
of her and eagerly await the next stage of her arduous path, always joined by other refugees who share her fate. Sometimes, it is 
only possible for her to stay in touch with her family and her friends through telephone calls and the occasional visit to Internet 
cafés. She is repeatedly separated from the men and women who are with her on her way, ever determined to get ahead, she 
never gives up her dream. 
Samia will not be forgotten. Kleist has made a contribution to ensuring this. However, she is not the only one who does not 
survive. Like Samia Yusuf Omar, thousands of refugees die in the attempt to reach the coasts of Europe. Through AN OLYMPIC 
DREAM a short notice in the news becomes a real story, which leaves us with the sad reality that behind abstract figures, there is 
an incredibly high number of tragedies. V.G.                                       

Reinhard Kleist: An Olympic Dream: The story of Samia Yusuf 
Omar. London: SelfMadeHero 2016. Price: £14.99 

AN OLYMPIC DREAM
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HOPELESSNESS

Perhaps the first album of a new genre of music, HOPELESSNESS by the 
New York-based artist Anohni represents something very unusual, so-
mething which is difficult to grasp at first. Minimalist texts, few words, 
accompanied by synthesizers, are reminiscent of the horrible products 
of conventional dancefloor music of the 1980s. With her sweet purr, she 
sings the words to the first song on the album: “Drone bomb me / Blow 
me from the mountains / And into the sea / Blow me from the mountains 
/ Blow my head off / Explode my crystal guts / Lay my purple on the 
grass…”. B. R.

Anohni: Hopelessness
Rough Trade/Beggars Group 2016
Euro 12,99 (Download Euro 9,99)




